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RAIN The rain is raining all around,
It falls on field and tree,
R. L. Stevenson It rains on the umbrellas here,
and on the ships at sea.

OPPOSITES )
There’s more than one way to be right

Richard Wilbur About the opposite of white,

And those who merely answer black
Are very, very single-track.

They make one want to scream, “I beg
Your pardon, but within an egg

(A fact known to the simplest folk)
The opposite of white is yolk!”
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ELETELEPHONY

Laura E. Richards

Once there was an elephant
Who tried to use the telephant.
No! No! I mean an elephone
Who tried to use the telephone.
(Dear me! I am not certain quite
That even now I've got it right.)

Howe’er it was, he got his trunk
Entangled in the thelehunk.

The more he tried to get it free —
The louder buzzed the telephee.

(I fear I'd better drop the song
Of elehop and telephong!)
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TIRED
TIM

Walter De la Mare

SILVER

Walter De la Mare

Poor tired Tim! It’s sad for him.

He lags the long bright morning through
Ever so tired of nothing to do.

He moans and mopes the livelong day
Nothing to think about, nothing to say.
Up to bed with his candle to creep

Too tired to yawn, too tired to sleep.
Poor tired Tim! It’s sad for him.

Slowly, silently now the moon

Walks the night in her silver shoon;
This way, and that, she peers, and sees
Silver fruit upon silver trees;

One by one the casements catch

Her beams beneath the silvery thatch;
Couched in his kennel, like a log,

With paws of silver sleeps the dog;
From their shadowy cote the white breast peep
Of doves in a silver-feathered sleep;

A harvest mouse goes scampering by,
With silver claws and a silver eye;

And moveless fish.in the water gleam
By silver weeds in a silver stream.
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APRIL

Sara Teasdale

The roofs are shining from the rain,
The sparrows twitter as they fly,
And with a windy April grace
The little clouds go by.

Yet the back-yards are bare and brown
With only one unchanging tree —

I could not be so sure of Spring

Save that it sings in me.
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STOPPING Whose woods these are I think I know.
His house is in the village though;
BY WOODS He will not see me stopping here
To watch his woods fill up with snow.

ON
My little horse must think it queer
A SNOWY To stop without a farmhouse near
EVENING Between the woods and frozen lake

The darkest evening of the year.

Robert Frost He gives his harness bells a shake

To ask if there is some mistake.
The only other sound’s the sweep
Of easy wind and downy flake.

The woods are lovely, dark and deep.
But I have promises to keep,

And miles to go before I sleep,

And miles to go before I sleep.

A MINOR I have wished a bird would fly away,
And not sing by my house all day;
BIRD
Have clapped my hands at him from the door
Robert Frost When it seemed as if I could bear no more.

The fault must partly have been in me.
The bird was not to blame for his key.

And of course there must be something wrong
In wanting to silence any song.
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LOOKING

FOR

A SUNSET BIRD

IN WINTER

Robert Frost

The west was getting out of gold,
The breath of air had died of cold,
When shoeing home across the white,
I thought I saw a bird alight.

In summer when I passed the place
I had to stop and lift my face;

A bird with an angelic gift

Was singing in it sweet and swift.

No bird was singing in it now.
A single leaf was on a bough,
And that was all there was to see
In going twice around the tree.

From my advantage on a hill

I judged that such a crystal chill
Was only adding frost to snow

As gilt to gold that wouldn’t show.

A brush had left a crooked stroke
Of what was either cloud or smoke
From north to south across the blue;
A piercing little star was through.
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THE

LOCKLESS

DOOR

Robert Frost

It went many years,

but at last came a knock.
And I thought of the door
With no lock to lock.

I blew out the light,

I tiptoed the floor,
And raised both hands
In prayer to the door.

But the knock came again
My window was wide

I climbed on the sill

And descended outside.

Back over the hill

I bade a “come in”

To whatever the knock

At the door may have been.

So at a knock

I emptied my cage
To hide in the world
And alter with age.
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WIND

AND

WINDOW

FLOWER

Robert Frost

Lovers, forget your love,

And list to the love of these.
She a window flower,

And he a winter breeze.

When the frosty window veil
Was melted down at noon,

And the caged yellow bird
Hung over her in tune,

He marked her through the pane
He could not help but mark,
And only passed her by,
To come again at dark.

He was a winter wind,
Concerned with ice and snow,

Dead weeds and unmated birds,
And little of love could know.

But he sighed upon the sill,
He gave the sash a shake,
As witness all within
Who lay that night awake.

Perchance he half prevailed
To win her for the flight

From the firelit looking-glass
And warm stove-window light.

But the flower leaned aside
And thought of naught to say,
And morning found the breeze
A hundred miles away.
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GOOD

HOURS

Robert Frost

I had for my winter evening walk—
No one at all with whom to talk,
But I had the cottages in a row

Up to their shining eyes in snow.

And I thought I had the folk within:

I had the sound of a violin;

I had a glimpse through curtain laces
Of youthful forms and youthful faces.

I had such company outward bound.
I went till there were no cottages found.
I turned and repented, but coming back
I saw no window but that was black.

Over the snow my creaking feet
Disturbed the slumbering village street
Like profanation, by your leave,

At ten o’clock of a winter eve.
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A PATCH
OF

OLD SNOW

Robert Frost

I'M NOBODY

Emily Dickenson

There’s a patch of old snow in a corner
That I should have guessed

Was a blow-away paper the rain
Had brought to rest.

It is speckled with grime as if
Small print overspread it,

The news of a day I've forgotten—
If T ever read it.

I'm nobody! Who are you?

Are you nobody, too?

Then there’s a pair of us—don’t tell!
They’d banish us, you know.

How dreary to be somebody!
How public, like a frog

To tell your name the livelong day
To an admiring bog!
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TREES

Joyce Kilmer

I think that I shall never see
A poem lovely as a tree.

A tree whose hungry mouth is prest
Against the earth’s sweet flowing breast;

A tree that looks at God all day,
And lifts her leafy arms to pray;

A tree that may in Summer wear
A nest of robins in her hair;

Upon whose bosom snow has lain,
Who intimately lives with rain.

Poems are made by fools like me,
But only God can make a tree.
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THE

WIND

Ch. G. Rossetti

WHEN 1
AM DEAD,

MY DEAREST

Ch. G. Rossetti

Who has seen the wind?
Neither I nor you.

But when the leaves hang trembling,
The wind is passing through.

Who has seen the wind?
Neither you nor L.

But when the trees bow down their heads,
The wind is passing by.

When I am dead, my dearest,
Sing no sad songs for me;
Plant thou no roses at my head,
Nor shady cypress-tree:
By the green grass above me
With showers and dewdrops wet:
And if thou wilt, remember,
And if thou wilt, forget.

I shall not see the shadows,
I shall not feel the rain;
I shall not hear the nightingale
Sing on, as if in pain:
And dreaming through the twilight
That doth not rise nor set,
Haply I may remember,
And haply may forget.
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